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AS WE GATHER

The Lord Jesus enters Jerusalem humble, and mounted on a donkey, riding on a beast
of burden (Matt. 21:5), as He Himself bears the sins of the world in His body. Now He comes
by the ministry of the Gospel to save us from sin, death, the devil and hell. Therefore, we
sing, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! (Matt. 21:9).

For we are called to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, His
Holy Church, that He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His paths (Is. 2:3). By
His Word, we “walk in the light of the LORD" (Is. 2:5). That is, to live in love, which does no
wrong to a neighbor (Rom. 13:10).

We cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light, for salvation is nearer
to us now than when we first believed (Rom. 13:11, 12). Hence, the entire Christian life is a time
to wake and watch, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming (Matt. 24:42).

WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Preparing Our Hearts - Preparing the Way

We're so glad you're here today as we begin our Advent sermon series, Joy to the
World. Advent is a special season to slow down, look up and prepare our hearts for His
coming.

Whether you're visiting or returning, you are welcome here. We pray today’s worship
strengthens your faith and fills you with the joy and peace only Christ can give. If you'd like
to learn more or connect, please stop by the Welcome Station or speak with Pastor Galligar
after worship.

HOLY COMMUNION Our Lord shares with us His precious Body and Blood in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. We invite those who are baptized Christians and who are
able to examine themselves on the basis of these three points of the Christian Faith:
T | believe that Jesus is my only Lord and Savior from all sin.
T | believe that the true body and blood of Christ is present in the Sacrament.
T | resolve, with the Holy Spirit's help, to live for my Lord and witness through my actions
that He is my Savior.

**The inner ring of the Communion tray has grape juice for those unable to take wine.**
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T HOLY COMMUNION WORSHIP DIVINE SERVICE THREE

OPENING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding (v. 1,3,5) LSB 345

INVOCATION AND CONFESSION OF SINS

P:
C

P:

N o N o

N T

C

In the name of the Father and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

- Qur help is in the name of the Lord,
: who made heaven and earth.

-1 said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
: and You forgave the iniquity of my sins.

- O almighty God, merciful Father,
: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with

which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

- Upon this your confession, | by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ¢ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



7 SERVICE OF THE WORD -

INTROIT Psalm 118:25-28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt.

P: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.
C: Save us, we pray, O Lord!

P: O Lord, we pray, give us success!
C: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

P: We bless you from the house of the Lord.
C: The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.

P: Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!
C: You are my God, and | will give thanks to you; you are my God; | will extol
you.

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P: Behold, your king is coming to you;
C: righteous and having salvation.

GLORIA PATRI
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer - cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P: The LORD be with you.

[ 1 I | I I | I I |
- ) o =i 1
N
And with thy spir - it.

P: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may
be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.

|
1) I I I

:

A - men.
(please be seated)

FIRST READING

Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of
the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up
above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and
say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of

5



Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge
between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 13:8-14
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another

has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “"You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself" Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far
gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness,
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SHARING GOD'S PEACE *Children exit for Sunday School
(please be seated)




ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-le -Tu - ida. Alle-lu - ia Alde-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter.
0 | ‘
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. As were the days of Noah, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all
away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in the field; one
will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken
and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect.

P Thzs (s the Gospel of the Lord.
A 1 !

[ &
[ = (IS ]

Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

APOSTLE'S CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
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died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
T everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE Abide with Me (v. 1,2,5,6) LSB 878
SERMON Preparing the Way
SPECIAL MUSIC Joy to the World ~ (v.7) LSB 387

GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY HYMN

N>
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH




7 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT ¢
P: The Lord be with you.

o) . | . | ,
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And with thy spir - it.
P: Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
o) | . ‘

‘ |
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It ‘is meet and right so to do.

P: It (s truly meet, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah,
the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to
repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again
in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this
is My i body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: "Drink of it, all of you, this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me."

PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

) .
(R Lo i

.J x____‘_—______.'

A - men.

AGNUS DEI
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak-est a-way the sin of the world, have mer-cyup-on us
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

(please be seated)

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
(please stand)
NUNC DIMITTIS
O & ‘ | |
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11

LSB 338



o] . |
b A I | : ; 1T |
1 I 1 I 1 I [ I |
. | o ] T 1 1 1 | g | KN 1
\\!_JV i I ] i 1 = el I ]

to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,

isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.

THANKSGIVING

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
H |

0 ‘
i > I { |
A3 —— I' a— 2.
) I

and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST COMMUNION COLLECT:

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

f # |
f |
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Py |
A - men.

P: The Lord be with you.
) | | . |

|
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And with thy spir - it
P: Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you T and give you peace.
H et . |

Gt tro 2 o io |
A-men, a-men, a - men.
(please be seated)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CLOSING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343

SILENT PRAYER

JOY TO THE WORLD: Preparing the Way Advent is unique to the Christian Worship
Tradition. These four weeks that linger at the end of one Church year and lead into
the beginning of the next are a special time of preparation. As we prepare our hearts
and minds to celebrate again the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in the manger,
Advent gives us time to reflect on all that has gone on in the year before. It also gives
us time to plan for changes in the years ahead - changes that may draw us into a
closer walk with Him.

God’s plan from the beginning was to send His messenger to prepare the way
for the coming of the Messiah, who is Christ the Lord. John the Baptist is the
messenger God sent to accomplish this work in the world prior to the coming of
Jesus. Throughout the ages, He sends us, His followers, to prepare the world for the
return of Jesus.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH Our prayer lists are updated regularly. If someone you're
praying for is missing and you'd like them included again, please submit a yellow card

or contact the office.
T Father God, out of Your great love for us, Your people, You sent Your only
begotten Son to be our Savior. As we begin this Advent season, fill our minds
13



with the memories of all the blessings that have come to us because of His
sacrifice. Allow us the time to reflect on all the ways in which the gift of Your Son,
Jesus has changed our lives in both time and for eternity. Fill our hearts with Your
love for our families, our friends, and even the strangers among us. Shine the
light of Your love so powerfully into our hearts that we cannot help but shine with
that same light in the world around us.

1T Health concerns: Gerri Peterson, Cinara Navarro, Cindy Rockwell, Terry Weiland,
Henry Striegl, Lois Schick, Bonnie Berg, Edward Monty, Jerry Marquette, George
Scalzi, Bill & Joyce Engelbrecht, Phyllis Jodis, Don Jones, Doug Deuchler.

T Almighty Father, in this season of Advent, as we reflect on all the blessings poured
out on us throughout the year, we lift up to Your throne of grace those who are
not as fortunate. Hear our prayers for those who have no permanent residence,
where we have opportunity, use us to make a difference. Hear our prayers for
those who have regular challenges with food, bills, rent or clothing, let us see
chances to make a difference in their lives. Hear our prayers for those who do
not yet know of Your love. We pray You would send Your Holy Spirit to open their
hearts and minds.

SERMON NOTES
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SHARING JOYS AND BURDENS IN PRAYER Your prayer needs matter to us. Share
a request by using a yellow card, visiting faithlecanto.org/prayer, or emailing

prayer@faithlecanto.org. Requests may remain private or be shared with the
congregation. As our lists refresh regularly, please let us know if a name needs to be
added again to the Health Concerns list.

If you feel led to support others through prayer, consider joining our Prayer
Team. Speak with Pastor Galligar to learn more.

CALLED TO PRAY AND CARE We are growing our Prayer Team. Prayer is one of the
greatest gifts we can offer one another, and God uses willing hearts to bring comfort,
strength and encouragement through His Word.

If you feel called to pray with and for others, whether quietly behind the scenes
or occasionally alongside someone in need, we would love to talk with you. Training
and guidance will be provided. This is not about having perfect words or special
qualifications. It is simply about trusting God, listening with compassion, and lifting
His people to Him in love. If you sense the Lord stirring your heart in this way, please
speak with Pastor Galligar.

COME GROW WITH OUR CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY Let the little children come to Me...
Matthew 19:14

God is blessing our children’s ministry, and we are grateful to see young hearts
learning about Jesus each week. As our Sunday School continues to grow, we are

inviting caring and dependable helpers to join the team. You do not need teaching
experience — simply a love for children and a desire to help them know Christ.

Serving is flexible and meaningful. Whether once a month or once a quarter,
your presence makes a difference. All volunteers participate in a simple background
check to ensure a safe and caring environment for our families.

To help equip and encourage our volunteers, Gina Galligar will be leading a
short Children’s Ministry Training in the coming weeks. This is a great opportunity to
learn together, ask questions and feel supported as you serve.
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There is a dedicated sign-up board in the Narthex, or you may speak with Dave
Hanny to learn more: (240) 723-5226.

NEED HELP HEARING THE SERVICE? We're happy to assist! Please see an usher
before worship to borrow a hearing assistance device.

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK © Happy Butirdeay ©

WORSHIP Princie Segars (12/6), Carol Steans (12/6),
Saturday 34 Moe Fakhari (12/7) & Jerra Hunt (12/7)
Sunday | 91 A . .
Total Worship 125 James & Carolyn Arias (12/1)
Bible Study 13 %\J) . c%;
Children’s Sundy School 13 Flowery guwen by

Ray & Naning — In Memory of Parents

GIVING SNAPSHOT Give online with Stripe!
WEEK  BUDGET GIVING OVBES./)%'?ER E :',.E Safe, secure, and simple.
44 6453 403 : Scan the QR code to
45 4665 -1385 Ay start. Questions?
46 6945 895 E " Contact Mike at
47 2489 -3561 mike@faithlecanto.org
Budget need is 6050/week or (352) 357-1792.
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DECEMBER 1°T through DECEMBER 7™
Men of Faith Monday

MONDAY 8:30 AM @ Papa J's Diner
This Week’s
Events TUESDAY 2:00 PM  Bell Choir - Sanctuary
o . WEDNESDAY 4:30 PM  Hymn Sing-a-long - Sanctuary
] 5:00 PM Advent Worship - Sanctuary
' : *5:45 PM  The Chosen - FH
THURSDAY 2:00 PM  Ukulele Group - Narthex

_ Ladies of Faith Christmas Party
FRIDAY 11:30 AM @ Olive Garden

1:00 PM Euchre & Games — FH

MEN OF FAITH SATURDAY 9:00 AM  Mighty Men & Women of Prayer - FH
Start your week with _ Worship - Sanctuary

5:00 PM .
breakfast, fellowship, and (fellowship time to follow)
God's Word! Join us Worship - Sanctuary
Monday at 8:30 AM. All SUNDAY %30 AM (fellowship time to follow)
men welcome. Contact: H00-AM  Bible Study-Beok-of Genesis—FH
Dean Moore (352) 601- 11:00 AM  Regular Voter's Assembly - FH
8390.

BELL CHOIR Add your hands to our joyful sound! Rehearsal is Tuesdays at 2:00 PM in the Sanctuary.
Beginners welcome. Contact: Walt Lukitsch (262) 784-3232.

SPECIAL ADVENT WEDNESDAY — HYMN SING & WORSHIP Join us this Wednesday for a
special evening of music and worship! Hymn Sing-Along: 4:30 PM « Advent Worship: 5:00 PM « Soup
Supper follows

THE CHOSEN Potluck « Christmas/The Shepherd « Discussion ¢ Everyone welcome. *Please note
special time during Advent. Contact: Barb Feltner (812) 371-2352.

UKULELE GROUP Meets Thursdays at 2:00 PM in the Narthex. Come strum, learn, and enjoy!
Contact: Joy Wilson (352) 726-0406.
* This Week's Events continued on pg. 20

17




Kids’
Corner

Where Faith
is Fun

PREPARING THE WAY Have you ever helped get your house

ready when someone special was coming over? Maybe you
cleaned your room, set the table or helped decorate. Advent is
like that - a time when we get our hearts ready for Jesus!

In our Bible readings this week, God gives us three

reminders:

*Walk in the Light Isaiah says God calls us to walk in the
light of the Lord. That means choosing what is good, kind and
loving — even when it's hard.

*Put On the Armor of Light Romans tells us that
following Jesus is like putting on bright armor - the armor of
things that please God. When we wear God's armor, we choose
truth instead of lies, kindness instead of meanness and prayer instead of worry.

*Be Ready! Jesus tells His disciples to stay awake and keep watch, because we don't
always know when He will come - but we can live every day ready to love Him and others!

18

And just like John the Baptist
prepared the way for Jesus, God invites
you to prepare the way too - by putting
on His armor and living bravely for Him
each day!

MY ADVENT LIGHT lIsaiah says, Come, let
us walk in the light of the Lord.

Color the candle to show your
Advent light! Then write or draw
something kind, loving or helpful inside it.

As you decorate your candle,

remember - you are getting your heart
ready for Jesus and shining His love this
Advent season.



ACTIVITY: LABEL THE ARMOR! God gives us “armor” to help us stay strong as we follow

Jesus! Use the letters to label each piece of armor on the picture:
e A - Belt of Truth

God's truth helps us stand T") e Ar.mOr O.F God

Label the armor!

firm.

e B - Breastplate of
Righteousness
Jesus covers our hearts
with His goodness.

e (C-Sandals of Peace
We can walk in peace
because God is with us.

e D - Helmet of Salvation
Jesus saves us and

protects our minds.

o E - Shield of Faith
Faith helps block worries
and doubts.

e F - Sword of the Spirit

God's Word helps us fight A - belt of truth
against lies and % - bren?jstpla%te of righteousness
- — Sandals ot peace
femptation. D — helmet of salvation
FAMILY TALK TIME Ask your % - Sstﬁfi%‘;{;ah’zhgmm

family: “Which piece of God's
armor do you think you need
most this week?” Share your answers and talk about how Jesus helps you stay ready and
strong.

PRAYER Dear Jesus, thank You for giving us Your armor. Help us stay ready, stay strong,
and stay close to You. Protect our hearts, guide our steps, and fill our homes with Your
peace as we prepare for Christmas. Amen.
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* This Week's Events continued from pg. 17

LADIES OF FAITH — CHRISTMAS PARTY Saturday, December 6 « 11:30 AM « Olive Garden *
Note: Time corrected from the printed invitation. Contact: Gina Galligar (812) 390-5477.

EUCHRE & GAME AFTERNOON Join us for fun, laughter, and fellowship! Everyone is
welcome - bring a friend, your favorite game or both! Contact: Vicki Mueller (810) 434-1975.

MIGHTY MEN & WOMEN OF PRAYER A new prayer group is beginning, and we invite you to
be part of it! The first gathering will be Saturday, December 6 at 9:00 AM. If you have any questions
or comments, please feel free to reach out to Pastor Galligar.

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY Our Bible Study is cancelled this week due to the Regular Voters
Assembly. We will resume next Sunday at the usual time and place.

NOTICE OF REGULAR VOTERS' ASSEMBLY MEETING A Voters' Assembly Meeting will be
held on Sunday, December 7, 2025 - 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All members of Faith
Lutheran Church are encouraged to attend as we: ¢ Elect church officers « Adopt the 2026

budget « Conduct any other business of Faith Lutheran Church. Your participation is vital to
the life and ministry of our congregation. Contact: Don McNeil, or Sally Moore.

NOTICE TO ALL MINISTRY AREAS To make the best use of our
limited storage space, the Trustees will be conducting an ALL-CHURCH
CLEAN-UP DAY on Monday, January 5, 2026. Before this date, we ask
every ministry to:
FUture Events e Review all items your group currently stores at the church
& |mp0rt?nt e Clearly mark anything that MUST be retained with your ministry’s
Information name
/ . e Declutter as much as possible and keep only those items that are
| essential to your ministry’s work
IMPORTANT: All unmarked items left in storage areas after January 5%
will be removed and disposed of.
After the clean-up is complete, the Trustees will assess
remaining storage space to ensure it is used effectively and responsibly.
Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us keep God's house organized and ready
for ministry!
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