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HOPE « PEACE « JOY « LOVE
Christ, the Light of the world, is coming ...

Christians across the world have long embraced the tradition of lighting
candles during Advent, marking this sacred season of waiting and preparation for the
coming of Christ, the Light who shines in the darkness. One of the most cherished
customs - both in the church and in the home - is the Advent wreath.

Though the practice took form in the Lutheran Church after the Reformation,
the wreath as we know it today developed more recently and has been warmly
adopted by many Christian traditions. Made of evergreens shaped into a circle, the
wreath symbolizes eternal life - the life Christ brings to His people.

Traditionally it contains four candles: three purple or blue candles reflecting
the liturgical colors of repentance and preparation, and one pink candle lit on the
Third Sunday in Advent, known as Gaudete (“Rejoice!”) Sunday. This moment of
rejoicing - rooted in Philippians 4:4 - offers a joyful breath in the midst of Advent’s
sober expectation, reminding us that the promised Messiah is drawing near.

Many Advent wreaths now include a fifth candle, the Christ Candle, lit during
Christmas to proclaim that the Light of the world has come - God in the flesh, entering
our darkness with grace, truth and salvation.

The season of Advent is full of beauty, meaning and hope. Through Scripture,
worship, song, prayer and symbol, we are drawn to prepare our hearts for the coming
of Jesus - our King, our Savior, our Emmanuel. As you see the altar draped in blue,
remember the humble King who came to redeem you. As you light the candles of
your home Advent wreath - or consider beginning the tradition this year - remember
the Light no darkness can overcome.

Give thanks to God for this season of expectation and for the confession of
faith He has given His people. May the light of Christ shine through you as we watch
and wait together for our coming Lord.
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AS WE GATHER

Although we pray that God would rend the heavens and come down (ls. 64:1),
that He would take vengeance against our enemies, we ourselves have all become
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment (Is.
64.6). We have continued in our sins for a long time, and shall we be saved? (Is. 64:5).
Yet, the Lord does not punish us in anger. He comes in voluntary meekness and
humility to save us by His grace. Just as He once came into Jerusalem to sacrifice
Himself for us upon the cross (Mark 11:4-8), He still comes to His Church with the
fruits of His Passion. By His ministry of the Gospel, we are enriched in Him in all speech
and all knowledge, and so He will sustain you to the end (1 Cor. 1.5, 8). Although heaven
and earth will pass away, His words will not pass away (Mark 13:31). As He sends
disciples to call us to Himself in the fellowship of His Church, so will He send out the
angels to gather us and all of His elect from the ends of the earth to Himself in heaven
forever (Mark 13:27).

WORSHIP WITH US THIS SEASON
Join us as we gather to celebrate the hope, peace, joy and love that Christ
brings. We invite you and your family to worship with us throughout Advent and
Christmas.

Weekend Worship: Saturdays « 5:00 PM & Sundays « 9:30 AM
Advent Wednesday Worship: 5:00 PM « Supper follows worship
Christmas Children'’s Service: Sunday - December 21+ 9:30 AM
Christmas Eve Worship: December24 « 5:00 PM, Candlelight ¢<"Holy Communion
Christmas Day Worship: Defc{,emgeruzs' «9:30 AM - Holy Communion



T WORSHIP SERVICE

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 975

FIRST READING (read responsively) Isaiah 64:1-8
P: Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might
quake at your presence

C: as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil - to make
your name known to your adversaries,

P: and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
C: When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the
mountains quaked at your presence.

P: From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear,
C: no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him.

P: You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your
ways.

C: Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time,
and shall we be saved?

P: We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
polluted garment.
C: We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

P: There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you;
C: for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of
our iniquities.



All: But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.

HYMN Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love (vs 1,4,6) LSB 900

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: We do not always bring our sins to God, confident that our Wonderful Counselor has
forgiven them all. Let us, today, with bold confidence in His mercy confess our sins to
God, our heavenly Father.

C: | confess that | have sinned against You. Some of my sin | know - the thoughts
and words and deeds of which | am ashamed - but some is known only to You.
In the name of Jesus Christ, | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that | may
live in peace.

P: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.
We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

C: Amen.
HYMN Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten (vs 4) LSB 974
PSALM Psalm 119:129-136, antiphon: v. 129

P: Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.
C: The unfolding of Your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the
simple.

P: I open my mouth and pant, because | long for Your commandments.
C: Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is Your way with those who love Your
name.

P: Keep steady my steps according to Your promise, and let no iniquity get dominion
over me.
C: Redeem me from man’s oppression, that | may keep Your precepts.

P: Make Your face shine upon Your servant, and teach me Your statutes.
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C: My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep Your law.

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P: Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given
you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge - even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you - so that
you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

FINAL READING Mark 13:24-37

"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with
great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, | say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.

"But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home
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and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper
to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the
morning— lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And what | say to you | say to
all: Stay awake.”

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT Jeremiah 23:5a, 6
P: Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous
Branch.

C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

P: In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

CATECHISM The Second Article
P: What does it mean that we believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord?
C: | believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost
and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that | may be His own and live
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to
all eternity. This is most certainly true.

HYMN OF PRAISE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus LSB 338
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MESSAGE Joy to the World: What Jesus Wants
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  (vs 5) LSB 341

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P: Wonderful Counselor, we come to You, Lord Jesus, thankful that You have enlightened us
with the counsel of Your wonderful gracious word of forgiveness for all our sins. Help us, we
pray, as we interact with people who may be entrapped by their sin, not knowing Your full
forgiveness, and unable to rejoice at the anniversary of Your birth. Wonderful Counselor, use
us and all we have, to bring others to hear and believe the Good News. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Mighty God, we come to You in faith, gracious Lord, trusting that You were and are God in
the flesh, our Immanuel. Strengthen all who are in distress from the worldly forces that
surround them. Assure them of Your presence, strengthen their faith, and lead them to Your
home above, where we may all rejoice together in Your love and grace. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Everlasting Father, we come to You, O Lord, who conquered sin and death as ruler of
creation while also serving Your people as a caring Father. Grant us to know always Your
eternal presence among us and help us to amend our lives and pass on the joy of Your eternal
forgiveness to our neighbors, friends and family. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Prince of Peace, we give thanks that You came to earth and paid the penalty that our sins
deserved. Grant us steadfastness of faith to be at peace with one another, knowing that
because of Your grace and love for us, we will be with You in eternity. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: These things we pray to You, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and
Prince of Peace, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.



PRAYER FOR TODAY

P: Shine into our hearts, O Lord, and illumine every part of our lives,

C: so that we will be ready to rejoice at Your birth and be guiding lights for those who
do not yet know Your saving grace and forgiveness;

P: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

LUTHER'S EVENING PRAYER
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have

graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where |
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands | commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the & Son and the Holy Spirit, bless you and
keep you.

C: Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE MEAL
Come Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let thy gifts to us be blessed. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs 1,2,5) LSB 357

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God
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STAY AWAKE! JESUS IS COMING Have you ever waited for

o ) something that felt like it was taking forever? Maybe you watched out
KIdS the window for Grandma to arrive ... or kept checking the clock to see

Corner

if it was almost recess ... or tried to stay awake on Christmas Eve so you
could see the first gift appear under the tree!
Waiting is hard. But Jesus tells us that sometimes waliting is

Important.
In the Bible, Jesus said, “Stay awake!” Not because His disciples
- should keep their eyes open all night, but because He wanted them -
Where Faith and us - to pay attention. He wanted His people to look for His love,

listen to His Word and follow Him every day.
That's what Advent helps us do. Advent is like God's gentle way
of saying, “Watch for Me. I'm coming. Get your heart ready.”

HOW DO WE “STAY AWAKE" FOR JESUS? Here are some ways we stay awake - not with our
eyes, but with our hearts:
1. We Listen Carefully - When you hear the Bible read in church or at home, you are learning
God's promises. His Word shines like a flashlight in a dark room, helping us see what is true.

is Fun

2. We Pray to God - Talking to God keeps your heart close to Him. You can pray anywhere -
in the car, before bed, at school or right here in church.

3. We Look for Jesus' Light - Sometimes the world can feel confusing or scary. But Jesus' light
is stronger than the darkness. When you see kindness, forgiveness, love or truth - that's Jesus
shining through.

4. We Help Others - When you share, help or encourage someone, you are showing Jesus'
love. Serving others keeps your heart awake to what matters most.

5. We Remember His Promises - Jesus promised that He will come again. Advent is practice
for that big day - a time to learn, praise, and prepare our hearts.

Jesus came once as a tiny baby, and one day He will return as our mighty King. Until then,
we watch ... we wait ... and we stay awake in our faith.

FAMILY TALK TIME Read together Jesus' words: Stay awake! -Mark 13:37. He wants us to pay
attention to His Word, watch for His goodness and be ready for His coming. As a family, share
something you're excitedly waiting for, and talk about why waiting for Jesus is even more special.
Think of one way your family can “stay awake” to Jesus this week. Before bedtime, turn off the lights
and use a flashlight, nightlight, or battery candle to represent your Advent candle. Even a small light
shines in the darkness - just like Jesus' love in our lives.
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COLOR YOUR ADVENT WREATH Now that you've talked together about watching and waiting

for Jesus, here is your very own Advent wreath to color! Each candle reminds us of something special
Jesus brings:

e Hope (purple/blue) - Jesus keeps His e Love (purple/blue) — God sent His Son
promises. for us.

e Peace (purple/blue) — Jesus calms our e Jesus Candle (white) — Jesus, the Light
hearts. of the World, is born!

e Joy (pink) — We rejoice because Jesus is
near!

Instructions: Color the first candle for Hope. Each week of Advent, color the next candle to show how close
we are to Christmas and to celebrating Jesus' birth. Add glowing rays around the candle you color to show it's
“lit"! You can also color the evergreen branches, the circle wreath, and even the background. Make it bright -
because Jesus brings light to the whole world!

PRAYER Dear Jesus, help our family stay awake in our hearts as we wait for You. Shine Your light in
our home and help us love one another. Amen.



ADVENT AT HOME — WEEK 1: HOPE

/_\ Advent invites us to slow down, quiet our hearts,
ﬁo and welcome the hope of Jesus into our days. Here are
pg simple ways to live out this season at home throughout

the week:

Light a candle of hope.
Set aside a moment this week to light (or simply pause
before) one candle. Read a short Scripture such as John
1.5, Psalm 27:1 or Luke 1:37, and take a quiet breath to
remember that Jesus is the Light who shines in every
darkness.

Pray for someone who needs hope.
Think of someone who may be struggling, lonely or in need of encouragement. Lift
them to the Lord in prayer, asking that Christ would steady their heart and surround
them with His love.

Advent kindness challenge.
Choose one small act of kindness each day this week. A gentle word ... a helping
hand ... a quiet prayer ... a simple smile. Let your kindness be a small light that points
others to Jesus.

Thought for the week.
Hope isn't just wishing - hope is trusting that God keeps His promises. Even when life
feels uncertain, God is faithful, and His light never goes out. Let this candle remind
you that Jesus is near, and His hope is for you.

A blessing for your home.
May the hope of Christ fill your home with His light. May His presence bring peace to
your conversations, joy to your hearts, and love to every corner of your life. As you
watch and wait for His coming, may His hope quide your steps. Come, Lord Jesus -
Light of the World. Amen.



