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AS WE GATHER TOGETHER AT FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

This week we begin a new worship series exploring how God reveals His 

purposes through His Son, Jesus. We hear how the Lord Jesus grew and became strong 

(Luke 2:40) and how He increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and 

man (Luke 2:52). As His body grew and developed, so also His mind increased in 

knowledge and understanding. For as our Brother in the flesh - that we might have 

redemption through His blood (Eph. 1:7) - He lived by faith in the Word of His Father. 

Thus, He was catechized by His parents, who took Him up to Jerusalem every 

year at the Feast of the Passover (Luke 2:41). When He was of age, He gave attention 

to the Holy Scriptures in His Father’s house (Luke 2:46, 49). In this way, the Father’s plan 

of salvation, unfolding since the Fall in the Garden of Eden, begins to be made clear in 

the early life of Jesus. 

Christ Jesus is still found in His Church, in the word of truth, the gospel, by which 

we are adopted by the Father and sealed with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:5, 13). Here we are 

given an understanding mind to discern between good and evil (1 Kings 3:9). Here also 

we come before the Lord’s altar, to receive His holy body and blood in the Sacrament 

of the Altar. 

As we worship today, may the Lord draw us to Himself through His Word and 

Sacraments, that we may grow in faith and live as His redeemed people. 

If you are visiting with us today, we are glad you are here. Please stop by the 

Welcome Station or speak with Pastor Galligar after worship. You are always welcome 

at Faith Lutheran Church. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our Lord shares with us His precious Body and Blood in the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion.  We invite those who are baptized Christians and who are able to examine 

themselves on the basis of these three points of the Christian Faith: 

 I believe that Jesus is my only Lord and Savior from all sin.  

 I believe that the true body and blood of Christ is present in the Sacrament.  

 I resolve, with the Holy Spirit’s help, to live for my Lord and witness through my actions 

that He is my Savior. 

**The inner ring of the Communion tray has grape juice for those unable to take wine.**  
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 HOLY COMMUNION WORSHIP DIVINE SERVICE ONE  
 

OPENING HYMN    To Your Temple, Lord, I Come             Bulletin p.3 

To Your temple, Lord, I come, 

For it is my worship home. 

This earth has no better place, 

Here I see my Savior’s face. 
 

I through Him am reconciled, 

I through Him become Your child. 

Abba, Father, give me grace 

In Your courts Your love to trace. 
 

While Your glorious praise is sung, 

Touch my lips, unloose my tongue 

That my joyful soul may bless 

Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 
 

While the prayers of saints ascend, 

God of love, to mine attend. 

Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads; 

Hear, for Jesus intercedes. 
 

While I listen to Your Law, 

Fill my soul with humble awe 

Till Your Gospel bring to me 

Life and immortality. 
 

While Your ministers proclaim 

Peace and pardon in Your name, 

Through their voice, by faith, may I 

Hear You speaking from the sky. 
 

From Your house when I return, 

May my heart within me burn, 

And at evening let me say, 

“I have walked with God today.” 
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(please stand) 

INVOCATION AND CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

INTROIT       Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

P: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

C: glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

P: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

C: for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
 

P: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
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C: his understanding is beyond measure. 
 

P: But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

C: in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
 

P: Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 

C: Praise your God, O Zion! 
 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning,  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

C: glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

KYRIE           

P: In Peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you 

 
 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your 

incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 
 

(please be seated) 

 

FIRST READING                                                             1 Kings 3:4-15 

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. 

Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord 

appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 

And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my 

father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast 

love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. And now, O Lord my God, 

you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little 

child. I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of your 

people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted 

for multitude. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
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people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your 

great people?”  

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, “Because 

you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of 

your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 

behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning 

mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 

I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king 

shall compare with you, all your days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my 

statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your 

days.”  

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem 

and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings 

and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING          Ephesians 1:3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him 

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 

In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he 

has blessed us in the Beloved.  

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 

making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 

in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven 

and things on earth.  

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we 
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who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, 

when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, 

were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 

we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

(please stand) 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE       *Children exit for Sunday School 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                Luke 2:40-52 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 

God was upon him. 

 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast 

was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 

parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, 

but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, and 

when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. After three 

days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
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his answers. And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said 

to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching 

for you in great distress.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 

not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” And they did not understand the saying 

that he spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 

submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED       

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 

of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made; being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose Kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE  Within the Father’s House          LSB 410 
 

(please be seated) 

SERMON    The Place 
 

GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS    
 

(please stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  

P: The Lord be with you 
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P: Lift up your hearts 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your 

glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things 

which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 

His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the  Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

 body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me." 

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes.  

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgement. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

(please be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear       LSB 366 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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POST COMMUNION COLLECT:  

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   

 
 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you, and be gracious 

to you. The Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 

 

(please be seated) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CLOSING HYMN       Blessed Assurance            Bulletin p.16 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH Our prayer lists are updated regularly. If someone you’re 

praying for is missing and you’d like them included again, please submit a yellow card or 

contact the office. 
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 Lord Jesus, open our hearts to follow You in all Your ways. Lead us to an appreciation 

of Your Father’s House. Let each of us make it our own greatest place as well. Lead us 

always to dwell in Your Word, the divinely inspired scriptures. Allow us to make room 

in our days to connect with You always through Your Word, and Your Sacraments, so 

that we will always find ourselves with You, as You have promised to be with us. 

 Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus, for all those who attended worship in Your house these 

past services. As family and friends came together to celebrate Your birth in the 

manger, Lord Jesus, bring them back to hear the rest of the story of salvation in the 

church year that stretches out ahead. Lord, where invitations will give people 

permission to do what their hearts desire, attend worship, let us be bold to extend 

those invitations in the days ahead. Keep Your desire at the top of our minds and 

hearts, that all would come to a knowledge of the truth and be saved.  

 Health concerns: Alyssa & Zoey Pope, Monica, Tennille, Emma, Ray Bangel, Adam Will, 

Kurt & JoAnne Johnson, Daniel Snook, Muriel Hanny, Gerri Peterson, Cinara Navarro, 

Cindy Rockwell, Terry Weiland, Henry Striegl, Lois Schick, Bonnie Berg, Edward Monty, 

Jerry Marquette, George Scalzi, Bill & Joyce Engelbrecht, Phyllis Jodis, Don Jones, Doug 

Deuchler. Lord in Your mercy… 

 Perfect healing comes only when You take us home to be with You, O Lord. Hear 

our prayers for Troy Cooke, son of LuAnn Cooke, as he mourns the passing of 

his wife. And also for Candy Lott and her family as they mourn the passing of 

her nephew, Chris Richards. Comfort these families with Your peace and the 

power of Your presence, O Lord. 

 God our Father in heaven, as You sent Your Son to be born in the manger, so too, each 

of us, Your children begin our days as infants who grow to be toddlers, children, teens 

and youth. Send Your Holy Spirit we pray to guide and guard all these little ones who 

will return to school soon in this New Year. Bless them with safety and security, wisdom 

and discernment, and hearts open to hear Your words of truth. 
 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR KINDNESS: Gina and I thank you all for your generous gift 

this Christmas. We are truly blessed to be a part of this family of Faith. Together we look 

forward to all God will do here in 2026. Thank you all so much. 
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ROADTRIP: COME ALONG WITH US Beginning this week, we will start following a Free Bible 

Road Map together between weekends. Copies will be available to everyone in worship and online 

beginning January 3–4. 

Advent reminds us to stay close to the story of Christ - from His birth, to His saving work 

on the cross and to the promise of His return in glory. As we continue this journey together, we 

invite you to read and reflect on God’s Word throughout the week, allowing it to guide and 

strengthen your faith. 

Prepare your hearts as we begin this shared journey in Scripture next weekend. 
 

LIFTING ONE ANOTHER IN PRAYER Do You Have a Prayer Request? Whether it’s a 

thanksgiving, a concern or a need for strength and healing, we invite you to share what’s on your 

heart. You can submit requests in several ways: 

• Fill out a yellow prayer card (found in the pews) 

• Submit online at www.faithlecanto.org/prayer 

• Email our Prayer Chain: prayer@faithlecanto.org 

Requests may be kept private or shared with the congregation as you prefer. 

Interested in joining our Prayer Chain? The Prayer Chain shares real-time needs from our church 

family and community. To take part - or to renew your commitment - visit the church office or sign 

up at the Welcome Table. Together, let’s faithfully lift one another up in prayer. 
 

CALLED TO PRAY AND CARE We are growing our Prayer Team. Prayer is one of the greatest 

gifts we can offer one another, and God uses willing hearts to bring comfort, strength and 

encouragement through His Word. 

If you feel called to pray with and for others, whether quietly behind the scenes or 

occasionally alongside someone in need, we would love to talk with you. Training and guidance 

will be provided. This is not about having perfect words or special qualifications. It is simply about 

trusting God, listening with compassion, and lifting His people to Him in love. If you sense the Lord 

stirring your heart in this way, please speak with Pastor Galligar. 
 

COME GROW WITH OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY God is blessing our growing children’s 

ministry! As Sunday School expands, we are seeking caring, dependable helpers. No teaching 

experience needed — just a love for children and a desire to share Jesus. 

Serving is flexible (once a month or once a quarter), and all volunteers complete a simple 

background check for safety. A short Children’s Ministry Training, led by Gina Galligar, will be offered 

soon to support and equip our team. Sign up in the Narthex or speak with Dave Hanny at (240) 

723-5226. 
 

http://www.faithlecanto.org/prayer?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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SOUND ROOM VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES Serve in the Sound Room! Do you enjoy 

technology or behind-the-scenes ministry? We’re seeking volunteers to help with sound and 

livestream. Talk with Lete Connolly or Pastor Galligar to learn more. 
 

FRAGRANCE-FREE SEATING AREA For the comfort of those with scent sensitivities, a 

designated fragrance-free seating area is provided. Thank you for your kindness and consideration. 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS - “FAITH CHAT” Thursday, January 22, 2026 • 5:00 PM • Narthex 

Pastor will host an informal class for those interested in learning more about Faith Lutheran Church, 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or membership. All are welcome. Please RSVP to the church 

office: connect@faithlecanto.org, or 352-527-3325. 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL OVEN NOTICE If you are hosting Fellowship and need to use the oven in 

the Fellowship Hall, please contact Don or Vicki Mueller. The gas is currently turned off and must 

be lit before use.  

Give online with Stripe! 

Safe, secure, and simple. 

Scan the QR code to 

start. Questions? 

Contact Mike at 

mike@faithlecanto.org 

or (352) 357-1792. 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

WORSHIP 

Saturday 28 

Sunday 75 

Total Worship 103 
  

Children’s Sundy School 6 

  

☺ Happy Birthday ☺ 

Don Hunt (1/5), Vicki Mueller (1/7), Linda 

Holthaus (1/9) & Judy Mitchell (1/9) 

 

Mike & Barb Feltner – 51st Anniversary 
 

*Last week flower dedication correction: 

John Bechler – Happy New Year 

GIVING SNAPSHOT 

WEEK BUDGET GIVING 
OVER/UNDER 

BUDGET 

49 6311 261 

50 5310 -740 

51 3135 -2915 

52 6680 630 

Dec 21436 -2764 

Budget need is 6050/week  

 

mailto:connect@faithlecanto.org
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THE PLACE When Jesus was a boy, He went to God’s house with His 

family. There, He listened, asked questions and learned from God’s 

Word. The Bible tells us that Jesus grew in wisdom and strength and 

in favor with God and people (Luke 2:52). Even as a child, Jesus loved 

being in His Father’s house, where He heard God’s promises and 

learned what it meant to live according to His will. 

God still invites us to come to His house today. When we 

gather for worship, God comes to meet us through His Word and His 

gifts. Here we hear about Jesus, who loves us and gave His life for us. 

Here we receive forgiveness, learn how to love others and grow in 

faith. Church is a special place where God teaches us, cares for us and 

reminds us that we belong to Him. 

Just as Jesus grew by listening and learning, God helps us 

grow too. He uses parents, teachers, pastors and friends to teach us His Word. He uses Bible stories, 

songs, prayers and worship to shape our hearts. Wherever God’s Word is shared - at church, at 

home or in Sunday School - He is at work helping us grow in wisdom and faith.. 
 

ACTIVITY Draw or color a picture of a place where you like to learn about Jesus - church, home, 

Sunday School or with your family. You might include people who help you learn, like parents, 

teachers or friends. As you work, thank God for giving you His Word and for helping you grow in 

faith. 

PRAYER Dear Jesus, thank You for welcoming us into Your house. Thank You for teaching us 

through Your Word and helping us grow in faith. Help us listen, learn, and trust You each day. Amen. 

 


