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“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
soul?” (Matthew 16:26)

After Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus
revealed what lay ahead: He must go to Jerusalem, suffer, be killed and on the
third day be raised. Peter struggled with this truth, but the glory of God would be
revealed through the suffering, death and resurrection of His Son.

At the cross, Jesus gave Himself completely for us, carrying our sin and
paying a cost we could never repay. Through His cross, He has redeemed us, and
through His resurrection, He gives certain hope to all who trust in Him. The way
of the cross may look like weakness to the world, but there we see the depth of
God's saving love.

Because Christ first gave Himself for us, He calls us to follow Him in lives
of self-sacrificing love. “Take up his cross and follow Me.” With the certainty of
His cross and resurrection, we can “rejoice in hope,” remain “patient in tribulation”
and be “constant in prayer.”

As we enter His presence today, may we fix our eyes on Jesus, receive His
gifts with grateful hearts and faithfully follow the One who has already walked the
way of the cross for us.

The Lord’s Table

Our Lord graciously shares with us His precious body and blood in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. We invite those who are baptized Christians and who
are able to examine themselves according to these truths of the Christian faith:

i | believe that Jesus is my only Lord and Savior from all sin.

i | believe that the true body and blood of Christ is present in the Sacrament.

1 | resolve, with the Holy Spirit’s help, to live for my Lord and witness through

my actions that He is my Savior.

*The inner ring of the Communion tray has grape juice for those unable to take wine.*



T Holy Communion Worship Divine Service Three &

Opening Hymn Christ Be My Leader LSB 8671
(please stand)

Invocation & Confession
P: In the name of the Father and of the ¥ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lora,
C: who made heaven and earth.

P: / said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sins.

Pause for a time of Silent Confession and Reflection

P: 0 almighty God, merciful Father,

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
| have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

P: Upon this your confession, | by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the 7 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

T Hearing His Word

Introit Psalm 37:5-7; antiphon: v. 4
P: Delight yourself in the Lord,



C: and he will give you the desires of your heart.

P: Commit your way to the Lora;
C: trust in him, and he will act.

P: He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
C: and your justice as the noonday.

P: Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him,
C: fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries
out evil devices!

A: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P: Delight yourself in the Lord,
C: and he will give you the desires of your heart.
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Salutation And Collect Of The Day
P. The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the
cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him



wherever He leads, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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(please be seated)

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15-21

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on
my persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away, know that for your sake |
bear reproach. Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to
me a joy and the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name, O LORD, God of
hosts. | did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did | rejoice; | sat alone, because
your hand was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a
deceitful brook, like waters that fail?

Therefore thus says the LORD: /f you return, | will restore you, and you shall
stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall
be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. And | will make
you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall
not prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD.
! will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless.

L: 7his is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to
show hospitality.




Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil
for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord. To the contrary, if your enemy is hungry, feed him, if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head. Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

L: 7his is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(please stana)
Sharing God’s Peace

Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21-28

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
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From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you. But he turned and said to Peter,
"Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on
the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself

and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the
7



whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? For the
Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay each person according to what he has done. Truly, | say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

P. This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

The Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose Kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(please be seated)
Hymn Of Praise The Wonderful Cross Gina Galligar & Vicki Mueller
By: Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves & J. D. Walt

Sermon The Kingdom Path: Walking with Jesus
The Cost of the Cross



Gathering Of The Offerings
(please stand)

Offertory Hymn
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal -va -

tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayers Of The Church

T Gathering at His Table
P: The Lord be with you.

And with thy spir - it

P:nLift‘ up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.
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P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form
of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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The Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.




The Words Of Our Lord

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this

is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: ‘Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament
in My 7 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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(please be seated)
Distribution
Distribution Hymn Give Me Jesus
Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
(please stand)
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Post-Communion Collect

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
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another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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P:n The Lord be with you.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and <+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
(please be seated)

Announcements
Closing Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns (vs. 1,4,5) LSB 525
Silent Prayer

Prayers Of The Church

7 O Lord, we cannot even begin to imagine the way in which You were able to
accomplish the purpose which the Father had sent You to fulfill on our behalf. Had
we been with the disciples we would easily have cried out with Peter, “Lord, this
shall never happen to You.” Our eyes, our hearts and our minds are firmly fixed on
the things of this world, and were You beside us in the flesh, our love for You would

not allow for the concept of Your death while we yet lived.
And yet, by Your mercy, You faithfully, unflinchingly and intentionally walked to the
cross, scorning its shame, taking on the humiliation, the suffering and the pain,
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allowing the shedding of Your blood and ultimately the taking of Your own life so
that we could live our lives to the fullest - in this life and in the life to come.

Humble us, Lord Jesus. Lead us each day to the foot of Your cross. Lift our eyes
up to see Your suffering on our behalf. Let us feel the weight of Your humiliation,
the weight of our shame You carry for us, the pain of Your suffering, the agony of
Your death, so that we might not take lightly the work that You have done for us on
the cross, O Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Father God, we bring You our prayers and petitions for all those we know and love
who are in need of Your healing, comfort and peace. Hear us now as we name these
aloud, and lift up all the others in the silence of our hearts.

i Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, hear our prayers for our brothers and sisters in
worship at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, Hernando, and her leader, Rev
George Conger. Send Your Holy Spirit to fill the hearts of Your faithful as they seek
a closer walk with You O Lord, Jesus.

7 0 God, You bring perfect healing when You take us home to be with You in heaven.
We thank you for the victory won for Mike Noonan, husband of Kathy, friend of June
Isselhardt. We lift up Kathy, June and all the friends and family who knew and loved
Mike, praying O Lord that You would bring them Your peace which passes all human
understanding.

1 Father God, each week of this school year, encourage us to be in prayer for all those
who grace the halls and homes where teaching and learning takes place. Here in
worship at Faith Lutheran Church, let our hearts and voices ring with prayers and
petitions to You, Holy Father, Almighty God, for each of the schools in our
community. Today we lift up to Your throne of grace, prayers for those learning at
the Citrus High School & Calvary Academy. Bless the students, the teachers, the
staff and the parents at these two schools with wisdom, discernment and joy in You
O Lord our God.

In Our Prayers

¥ For healing and restoration: Malinda Claffey, Carla Nicklas, Amanda (niece of June
Isselhardt), Hope Peter, Amanda Holthaus, Carolyn Arias, Deb Schmidt, Leigh
Fulford, Dee Breight, Ray Bangel, Louie Lott, Bob Holthaus, Dean & Sally Moore,
Muriel Hanny, Cindy Rockwell, Henry Striegl, Lois Schick, Jerry Marquette, Bill
Engelbrecht, Gina Galligar

T For those who worship at home: Carol Clayton, Harry & Rose Detlefs, Phyllis Jodis,
Lois Schick, Dean & Deb Schmidt
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Distribution Hymn Give Me Jesus

In the morning when | rise,
In the morning when | rise,
In the morning when | rise,
Give me Jesus. Refrain

Just about the break of day,
Just about the break of day,
Just about the break of day,
Give me Jesus. Refrain

Refrain .
Give me Jesus, Give me Jesus. Oh, when | come to d!e,
You may have all the rest, Oh, when | come to die,
Give me Jesus. Oh, when | come to die,

o Give me Jesus. Refrain
Dark midnight was my cry,

Dark midnight was my cry, And when | want to sing,
Dark midnight was my cry, And when | want to sing,
Give me Jesus. Refrain And when | want to sing,

Give me Jesus. Refrain

Prayer & Care No one was created to walk through life alone. Whether you're celebrating
a blessing, facing a difficult season or carrying a burden too heavy to bear by yourself,
your church family is here for you. At Faith Lutheran Church, we are committed to
praying with you, encouraging you and bearing one another's burdens as the family of
Christ.

If you have a prayer request, we'd be honored to pray with you. Requests may be
submitted using the yellow prayer cards in the pews, online at faithlecanto.org/prayer,
or by emailing prayer@faithlecanto.org. Prayer requests may be shared with the
congregation or kept confidential—whatever is most comfortable for you.

Pastor Galligar and our Elders are also available to visit those who are
homebound, hospitalized, recovering from illness or facing difficult circumstances.
Whether you need prayer, encouragement or simply someone to walk alongside you, we
are here to serve you with Christ's love and care.

To request a visit or speak with someone, please contact Pastor Galligar at (812)
350-7820 or the church office at (352) 527-3325.

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday| 9:00 AM-1:00 PM

Fragrance-Free Seating & Hearing Assistance A fragrance-free seating area is available
for those with sensitivities. Hearing assistance devices are also available - please see
an usher before worship.
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Fill the Pews Bible Project From Faith’s House to Yours!

Thanks to the generosity of our Faith family, 80 new Bibles were purchased this
week! They will begin filling our pew pockets, making God's Word available to everyone
who worships with us.

But these Bibles aren’t meant to stay in the pews! If you need a Bible, take one
home. If you know someone who needs one, take one to share with them. As
contributions continue, we can keep our pew pockets filled while replacing Bibles as
they find their way into homes throughout our community.

Prayerfully consider supporting the Fill the Pews Bible Project and helping us
continue spreading God’s Word from Faith’s house to yours—and beyond!

A Bible in every pew. A Bible in every home. The Word in every heart!

Faith on the Fairway? Would you enjoy an afternoon of golf, fellowship and a little friendly
competition with others from Faith? Men and women are invited! We're exploring interest
in starting a Faith golfing group, and all skill levels are welcome—from seasoned golfers
to those just getting started.

Interested? Add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Once we see how
much interest there is, more details will follow!

Questions? Talk with Tim Gabbert, Don McNeil or Pastor Galligar. Come for the
golf. Stay for the fellowship!

Opportunities To Serve There are many ways to serve here at Faith Lutheran—whether
welcoming others, supporting worship, caring for our church, serving behind the scenes
or lifting others up in prayer. Current opportunities include:
Ushers - Trustees - Elders - Prayer Team - Sound Room Team - Children’s Ministries
Offering Counters - Finance Team - Office Volunteers

If you feel called to serve, we invite you to take the next step. Speak with Pastor
Galligar or a member of the Church Council to learn more about where your gifts can be
used. Together, we serve as God's hands and feet in this place.

Card Ministry Needs Your Help! Our Ladies of Faith Card Ministry is critically low on
birthday and anniversary cards. Please consider donating a box of greeting cards—or
perhaps you have some unused cards at home to share. Donations are greatly
appreciated! Questions? Contact Vicki Mueller at (810) 434-1975.
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*-— Life Together at Faith — '|'

Gathered in Worship Giving at Faith
@ <
Saturday 33 31 5917 7,000  (1,083)
Sunday A 32 6,475 6,000 475
Total Worship 104 33 3,259 5,000 (1,741)
34 4,497 5,000 (503)
Children’s 12
Sunday School .
Scan QR code to give
BRillaJ(lieLSettltJZr 24 online. Questions? E |FIE
y Mike Feltner ,E
mike@faithlecanto.org
(812) 371-2352 [=]
Celebrating Together
Happy Birthday Wedding Anniversary

August 30" Walt Lukitsch September 3™ Michael & Diane Hammill
September 15t Nancy Haley
September 4™ Kristy Seay

Flowers Given Today

- <

by: Bob & Linda Holthaus - In Honor of their 61°' Anniversary




 .°— This Week’s Events —T-— :

August 315 through September 6"

Monday 5:00 PM Red Letter Challenge Bible Study- FH
Thursday 12:30 PM  Ladies Bible Study Group Lunch — Olive Garden
1:00 PM Ukulele Group - Narthex

Friday 1:00 PM  Euchre & Games - FH

5:00 PM Worship - Sanctuary

(fellowship time to follow)

Sunday 9:30 AM Worship - Sanctuary

(fellowship time to follow)

10:45 AM Back to School Rally - FH
11:00 AM  Red Letter Challenge - FH

Red Letter Challenge Bible Study Two opportunities on Monday at 5:00 PM and Sunday at 11:00
AM in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Pastor Galligar (812) 350-7820.

Ladies Bible Study Lunch & Fellowship The Ladies’ Bible Study has completed 7he Pursuit of God
and will gather for lunch and fellowship this Thursday at 11:30 AM at Olive Garden. As the ladies
prepare for their next Bible Study and with the Labor Day holiday approaching, regular Thursday
Bible Study will resume September 10" with a new study. More details to come! All ladies are
welcome! Contact Delores at (515) 729-1501.

Saturday

Ukulele Group Join us at our new meeting time of 1:00 PM for an afternoon of music, fellowship
and fun. New participants are always welcome! Contact Joy Wilson at (352) 726-0406.

Euchre & Games Are Back! Join us for an afternoon of cards, games, fellowship and fun! Whether
you're a regular or joining for the first time, all are welcome. Questions? Contact Vicki Mueller
at (810) 434-1975.

*Looking Ahead*

Flu Shots Coming to Faith Save the dates! G&R Pharmacy will offer flu shots at Faith Lutheran
on Saturday, September 26" from 4:15-5:00 PM and Sunday, September 27" from 10:30-11:00 AM.
More details coming soon!

Planning Together for Fall Planning a ministry event this fall or Christmas season? Please submit your
dates soon! Questions or scheduling needs? Contact Event Coordinator Vicki Mueller at (810) 434-1975.
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Let's Walk with Jesus Jesus told His disciples that He would suffer, die on the cross
and rise again. Peter didn't understand why this had to happen. But Jesus knew the cross
was part of God's plan to save us from our sins.

Then Jesus told His followers: “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow Me.” Matthew 16:24

Following Jesus doesn’t always mean doing what is easy. Sometimes it means
putting others first, forgiving when we've been hurt, telling the truth, obeying or showing
kindness even when we don't feel like it.

Jesus went first. He willingly went to the cross because He loves us. He died and
rose again so that our sins could be forgiven and we could have life with Him forever.

How Can | Follow Jesus? As you color the picture, think about what it means to follow
Jesus. Circle THREE ways you
can follow Him this week:

PRAY - HELP - FORGIVE -
SHARE - OBEY - LOVE - TELL
THE TRUTH - BE KIND

Can you think of another way?
| can follow Jesus by:

Family Faith Challenge Talk
together this week about one
time when following Jesus
might mean choosing what is
right instead of what is easy.

Pray Together Jesus, thank
You for loving us and going to
the cross for us. Help us trust
You, love others and follow You
each day. Amen.
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Red Letter Challenge Bible Study: Living the Red Letters We're continuing our 40-
day Red Letter Challenge, moving from simply reading the words of Jesus to asking an
important question: What does it look like to actually live them?

As we read, reflect and gather together each week, we're discovering practical
ways Jesus’ words can shape our relationships, our choices and the way we serve those
around us. Keep going—and keep growing with us!

() Sunday - 11:00 AM | Fellowship Hall

(© Monday - 5:00 PM | Fellowship Hall (includes a potluck meal)

Bring your book and study guide as we continue the challenge of following Jesus
one day, one teaching and one step at a time.

Fueling What Matters Most Advancing the Work God Has Called Us to Do

Interested in joining us? Let us know!

Faith Lutheran has the special opportunity to host pastors and lay leaders from
throughout our Circuit for an LCMS Stewardship Ministry Workshop focused on helping
pastors and laity work together toward a faithful, biblical approach to stewardship.

Faith’'s lay leaders are invited to join Pastor for this Scripture-centered evening
as we explore how stewardship can strengthen and support the work God has called His
Church to do.

[] Thursday, September 24®

® Citrus Hills Country Club

I Dinner - 5:30 PM

{3 Pastors & Lay Leaders Session - 6:30 PM

$ $20 per person, including dinner

Think you might be interested? Add your name to the interest sheet at the
Welcome Station in the Narthex. There's no commitment yet—we're simply gauging
interest as we begin planning for Faith’s participation.
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